2009-10 BSP#7 Group Time Discussion

L —Low, M — Medium, and H — High, indicate the difficulty of a question. Group leaders should select
questions that are challenging to their groups but not so difficult that their group members cannot answer.

(A) “He Opened to Us the Scriptures” — Questions for scriptural reading and discussion

(Time available: 15 minutes. Do at least 2 questions.) jefiif;=5 (P + 2
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[L] Jewish tradition has seen the Ten Commandments as being split into two
major groups — the first group relating to man’s relationship with God, and the
latter group referring to our relationship with our neighbor. Which commands
belong to each of these two groups’> (Hint: Read CCC 2067.)
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[H] Read Exodus 21:22-27. This section is known as the lex talionis, the law of
tit for tat. In the light of charity and forgiveness that Jesus taught in Mt. 5ff, how
are we supposed to understand this law that seemed so “retaliatory” in nature?
(Hint: read footnote 4 of the Chinese Bible and if you have it, the NAB’s
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[H] The Decalogue was written “with the finger of God” (Ex. 31:18). In

2 Cor. 3:3, St. Paul contrasted this biblical account of the Ten Words written on

stone tablets with the letter of Christ written by the Holy Spirit on hearts of flesh.

How does St. Paul’s use of imagery bring out the difference between the Law of

the O.T. and the Spirit of the N.T.? (Hint: Read 2 Cor. 3:3-9.)
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(B) “Did Not Our Hearts Burn?”” — Discuss the guestion below for meditation, prayer,

and application. (Suggested time: 10 minutes) “5 o P RL FEYIE?
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Pair up each one of the first three commandments with one or two of the Exodus
passages | below. Explain why you think they are related.
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e 2:23-25 (Pharaoh’s oppression of the Israelites y: ApESEI | &%= &)
e 3:13-14 (God revealing His name to Moses == zﬁ‘gm?rﬂ RS €3)
e 5:1-3 (Moses’ demand for Pharaoh to allow Israel to worship God in the
desert #EERp I AT | g ST PR RO TER S )
o 7:25-8:11 (2" plague: the frogs 7~ i ~ i)
o 8:16-28 (4" plague: the flies 7p+3 - i)
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